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Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Authority 
Periodic Report of the Chairman on Authority Matters 

 
Report of the Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive 

 
1. There were two injuries and no fatalities in accidental dwelling fires for the period 
October to December 2011, a dramatic reduction when compared to the same 
period in 2010 which saw ten injuries and five fire deaths.  However, as these are 
such small numbers and could fluctuate significantly, caution needs to be advised 
when determining trends.  
 
The number of primary fires for October to December 2011 saw a 9% reduction from 
477 to 403 when compared to the same period in 2010, continuing a downward 
trend.   
 
There were a total of 122 accidental dwelling fires for October to December 2011 
compared to 175 in the same quarter in 2010, a 30% reduction.  The Service 
increased the number of Home Fire Risk Checks (HFRCs) from 5988 in 2010 to 
7190 in 2011 and there seems to be an increasing correlation between the number 
of HFRCs carried out and the number of accidental fires in dwellings.     
 
Grass fires for the period October to December 2011 increased by 92 when 
compared to the same period in 2010, a 115% increase.  This increase may have 
been attributable to climatic conditions which were very different than for the 
previous year.  The Service Delivery Groups have put in place plans to ensure that 
fire appliances and Targeted Response Vehicles (TRVs) are positioned in areas 
where there tends to be a high incidence of fires over the Easter period.  
 
The number of small fires, excluding grass, for the period October to December 
2011, increased by 5 from 392 to 397 when compared to the same period in 2010, a 
1% increase.  
 
The Authority was informed of a fire death of an elderly lady in Stapenhill on 22 
January 2012.  The incident was subject to a Coroner’s inquest and a joint fire and 
police investigation.  They were also informed of the fire deaths of an elderly couple 
in Biddulph Moor and an elderly man at Berryhill Retirement Village that occurred 
over a six day period in March 2012.  Another house fire had resulted in two children 
being resuscitated by firefighters and taken to hospital.  Both children are expected 
to make a full recovery.  The house was not fitted with smoke detectors.   
 
The Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive has written to Karen Bradley MP and Tristram 
Hunt MP regarding the role that sprinklers would have played in the above house 
fires and to seek their support for the campaign to encourage the wider use of 
sprinklers, particularly in the homes of vulnerable families.      
 
The Chairman of the Authority attended the Berryhill fire death case conference and 
felt that all local authority Members could do more to assist the Service in identifying 
and referring vulnerable persons.  He was concerned that some of the attendees at 
the case conference had not heard of the Olive Branch training and he felt that this 
training should be a priority for all Members of the County Council and Stoke-on-
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Trent City Council.  This was supported by other Members of the Authority who felt 
that such training would be beneficial.  Arrangements have therefore been made for 
Members of both Councils to receive Olive Branch training together with training 
sessions on sprinklers.   
 
Contractors responsible for housing repairs and maintenance for Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council have been identified as being able to assist the Service to identify vulnerable 
households and to make referrals.  Elected Members and contractors can play an 
important role in being able to identify vulnerable households.   
 
The Authority has been informed of the Service’s involvement in the North 
Staffordshire Health and Safety Group.  The Group promotes higher standards of 
health and safety and has recently received a Gold Award Certificate in recognition 
of its work.   
 
The MORE Awards Ceremony took place on 1 March 2012 and the Chairman of the 
Authority was presented with “The Sonja Oatley Award for Member Involvement in 
the Community”.  Mr Chris Dowding from the Western Service Delivery Group 
received the “Peter Harrison Award for Innovation and Improvement” and had also 
been awarded a “Dignity in Care Award” for the work that he had undertaken at 
Bilbrook House on assistive technology.   
 
On 7 December 2011 CFOA’s Older Persons Strategy was launched at Tamworth 
Community Fire Station.  The event was organised by Staffordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service and is CFOA’s first national strategy which is aimed at protecting older 
people from death and injury caused by fires in the home.  Whilst the strategy has 
been led by Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service its intention is to ensure that all 
Fire and Rescue Services are focused on responding to the challenges of age and 
ageing in our communities.   
 
The official opening of Newcastle Community Fire Station took place on 9 December 
2011.  The Right Honourable Baroness Warsi officially opened the station.  
 
On 11 January 2012 “Lets Work Together” was launched at the Garrick Theatre in 
Lichfield.  The aim of this initiative is to equip service managers and home visitors 
from a range of different organisations with the tools, training and skills they will need 
to signpost vulnerable people to support to enable them to live healthier and safer 
lives.   
 
On 17 February 2012 the Service received confirmation that its bid to become one of 
nine Fire and Rescue Services across the Country to provide Enhanced Logistical 
Support (ELS) at National Emergencies had been approved.  The purpose of ELS is 
to provide resilient communications, manage logistics and support incident command 
arrangements within a 100 mile radius of the County at major incidents that present 
disruptive challenges.     
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Invitations to the Chairman to attend events 

 
2. The Chairman of the Authority is to attend an event in Paris on 27 and 28 June 
2012 regarding the use of Sprinklers in Europe at which Mr Enness, the Deputy 
Chief Fire Officer, will be a speaker.   
 
Mr Enness also spoke on the issue of Domestic Fire Sprinklers at the recent Chief 
Fire Officers’ Association of Ireland’s Conference entitled ‘New Horizons for the Fire 
and Rescue Service of the Future’.  

 
PFI 2 Identification of the Preferred Bidder and submission of the  

Full Business Case 
 
3. The Authority has recently identified its preferred bidder for PFI 2 and has 
approved the submission of the Preferred Bidder Full Business Case to the 
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG).   The announcement 
of the preferred bidder will be made once this has been approved by DCLG on or 
around 7 May 2012.   
 
Peter Dartford, Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive completes 30 years of service 

 
4. The Authority has congratulated Mr Dartford on his completion of 30 years in the 
Fire and Rescue Service on 22 March 2012.  
 

L W Bloomer 
Chairman 


